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Issue 4385, January 2013 
 

Next club meeting: January 28th 2013, 7:00 pm, West Creek Café, Camp Bowie Blvd 
 

Presidents Corner: by Ken Knotts  

Happy New Year.  A new year at Thunderbird Field and 
we have a lot going on for 2013.  The SAE heavy lift 
contest for collegiate students is near and it will be 
spectacular with new requirements and a cargo drop 
from 100 feet or more.  Tom Blakeney needs your help 
with the contest so sign in with him please. 
 

Welcome, Tab Bowland, as secretary for 2013 and 
thanks to Gene Hodges for his help in 2012. 
 

The club still needs contest directors.  If you are 
interested, contact one of the officers or go to the AMA 
web site to see the qualifications.  We will set the contest 

dates for 2013 soon and some are already on the 
calendar.  If you would like to help with any event, get 
with contest director.  We also need someone to run the 
float fly. 
 

The field is looking great and thanks to everyone who 
helps keep it tidy.  We will have a workday soon to fill 
more cracks in the grass runway.  Don't you just love 
black dirt!  We are also looking to get a roller to help 
keep it level. 
 

Have a great 2013 and it's almost time to try out those 
new airplanes that were built over the winter. 

Ken Knotts    

President, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 

 

Vice Presidents Corner 
 

No report this month. 
 

Will Campbell 
Vice President, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 
 

December Club Meeting Minutes:  
 
(November Minutes located at end of Newsletter)
 

President: Ken Knotts called the meeting to order at 
7:15 PM. He welcomed all members and their family 
members to the Club Christmas Party. No reports per 
Ken. Randy Davis led us in prayer. * Special 
announcement: Weldon & Susan Harrison celebrated 
their 40th wedding anniversary with us at the Christmas 
Party. Congratulations Susan & Weldon.  
 

Vice President: Will Campbell announced the raffle / 
drawing prizes for the evening. The club received a 
thank you though Roy's Hobby from a lady that Gary 
Rife had helped after her car had broken down on the 
side of the road. She didn't know which club, but she 
remembered the thunderbird logo on his shirt. Way to go 
Gary, thank you for your kindness and unselfish act.  
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Treasurer: Gary Alphin announced that the 2013 
membership was growing fast as club due were rapidly 
coming in. Club membership card and keys will be 
mailed soon.  
Secretary: Gene Hodges thanked the club for all their 
support during his 2012 term in office. He also 
announced your new 2013 club officers are as follows: 
 
  President - Ken Knotts 
  Vice President - Will Campbell 
  Treasurer - Gary Alphin 
  Secretary - Tab Bowland 
  Safety Officer - Jimmy Newton 
  Newsletter Editor - Woody Lake 
 
* Thunderbird Of The Year - Ken Knotts. 
Congratulations Ken.  
 
Safety Officer: Jimmy Newton recited his poem: An 
R/Cer's Christmas. As Jimmy stated it had a night before 
Christmas ring to it. It was very entertaining. Thank you 
Jimmy for sharing your poem with us.  
 
Newsletter Editor: Woody Lake had no 
announcements. 
 
Pilot Training: Rex Anderson wasn't able to attend so 
Gary Alphin announced the names and awarded FW 
Thunderbirds New Pilot Certificate awards to:  
 
  1. Tab Bowland 
  2. Mark Wood  
  * Congratulations to Tab and Mark.  
 
Pylon Racing: Gene Hodges announced the 2012 
Overall Pylon Championship winners are as follows: 
 
  1st - Gary James -- FW Thunderbirds  
  2nd - Larry Mowatt -- Richardson R/C Club  
  3rd - Stephen Blackwell -- Hotmac (Waco)  
  * Congratulations to all the winners. 
 
Upcoming Events: FW Thunderbirds Black-eyed Pea 
fun fly January 1, 2013 at the club field.  

Old Business: None to report. 
New Business: Gary Alphin reported that paid members 
for 2013 can pick up their membership cards at the 
Christmas Party or they will be in the mail soon with the 
new gate key. Also, you can turn in your old key at the 
flying field. Just drop your old key in the drop box 
(mailbox) at the frequency board. 
 
Raffle Drawings: Thank you to our sponsors: Bobby 
Jacks, JT's Hobby, & Roy's Hobby. 
 
Men’s:  
1. Bob Hoover - Phoenix Flight Sim with 2.4G 
transmitter 
2. Kip Niles - Hobbico Kaos 40 ARF 
3. Tom Blakeney - E-Flite Gee Bee HMX Electric  
4. Tom Blakeney - Hi-Tec Charger 
5. Gene Hodges - Roy's Hobby $20 gift certificate  
6. Joe Joplin - Park Zone BNF Sukoi Electric  
7. Steve Elhers - JT's $10 gift card 
8. Tommy Perry - Field Box 
9. Joe Joplin - JT's $10 gift card 
10. Richard Tilton - JT's $10 gift card 
11. Logan Davis - E-Flite MCPX BNF Helicopter 
Electric 
12. Tom Blakeney - JT's $10 gift card 
13. Benny Throne - Spectrum DX8 Transmitter (main 
door prize)  
Ladies:  
1. Debbie Minco - Visa gift card 
2. Robin Blakeney - Gift bag 
3. Lori Campbell - Gift card 
4. Natalie Davis - Gift bag 
5. Kimberly Niles - Gift card 
6. Mary Dean - Gift bag 
7. Mary Berry - Gift card 
8. Shirley Osborn - Gift bag 
9. Shara Collins - Gift card  
10. Jackie Hoover - Gift bag 
11. Vickie Elhers - Gift card 
12. Judy Lake – Gift Card 
 
Meeting adjourned: 8:20 PM - Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year! 

Gene Hodges 

Secretary, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 
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Treasurers Report: by Gary Alphin 
 
Membership for this year of 2013 is Down, as we only have 63% membership of what our membership total last year. 
Currently we have 147 members on the roster as of this writing. Last year we had 227 members. Please renew your 
membership, or if you know of someone flying at the field please encourage them to join the club as this is our main 
source of income to maintain the flying facility as we have it.  
On the last page of the newsletter you will find a Membership Application.  
 

Gary Alphin 
Treasurer, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 

 

In Memoriam: Porter Wallis (March 1925 – January 2013) 
 
Porter passed from us for bluer skies and gentler 
breezes. Appropriate at his graveside service a Cessna 
passed overhead at 200 feet during the playing of 
“taps”. Appreciate the fly over Porter. He will be long 
remembered and missed for his friendship and humor to 
all.  
 

God speed Porter. 
Members and Families of the FW Thunderbirds 

 

 

Rest In Peace Porter
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Black Eye Pea Fly-In 
 

To say it was cold would be an understatement.  Thank God for the storage building and heater. As the following 

photos attest; the food was great, the building warm, and the tales TALL. 
 

   

   

   

 
First Flight 2013 James Meadows    First OOPS, Weldon Harrison 
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Members Projects: 
I dumb thumbed my Goldberg Tiger 60 recently. I should have thrown it away, but kept it around a while. I really 
liked that airplane and they are not available as an ARF anymore so I decided to put it back together. It was easier 
than building new from a kit and is a nice project if you are not in a hurry and have little else to do. I used all the 
old parts with the exception of the wing hold down fitting. I used baking soda and thin CA for all the little stuff, 
then epoxy or yellow carpenter’s glue for the rest. It balanced at the original point and flew well with the old trim 
settings. 
Joe Jopling 
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Ed Furche sent this photo of his ME-262 Woody’s Fly-Zone Beaver. Note the camera mounted on top.  
 

Help Needed: 
 

Looking for members to submit articles or photos for the monthly newsletter. I’m not at the field all the time and if 
you have a new plane/project or just want to submit an article that would be great. We have a large diversity of 
interest in our club and I would like to cover all possible aspects. 

Woody 
 

 

THUNDERBIRD 2012 CALENDAR 
 

DATE   EVENT     POINT OF CONTACT 
 
   

www.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.org 

 

President:  Ken Knotts              
E-Mail: kenknotts826@gmail.com

Vice President:  Will Campbell 
E-Mail: wcampbell@maseratiusa.com
 

Secretary:  Tab Bowland 
E-Mail: glasstron175@hotmail.com 

 
Treasurer:  Gary Alphin        
E-Mail: gary.alphin@gbrx.com 

Safety Officer: Jimmy Newton               
E-Mail:  jim-newton@att.net               

Pilot’s Log:  Woody Lake                       
E-Mail: at6pilot@att.net                                   
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTIZERS 

 

     
    

 
 

$3.00 OFF 
Full Service Oil 

Change for 

Fort Worth 

Thunderbirds 

Len and Debbie invite you to receive: 
 

$3.00 Off a Full Service Oil Change including Oil, Lube    
and Filter. 
Complete Fluid Top Off, Check Tire Pressure and Vacuum 
Interior + 16 point inspection. 

 
 
 
 
 

2850 Fort Worth Highway 
Hudson Oaks, TX 76087 
(817) 594-2602 

 
 Coupons must be presented at time of service.  Offers   

cannot be combined with any other offer. One coupon 

per visit. 
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November Meeting Minutes: 

President: Ken Knotts called the meeting to order at 
7:02 PM. He welcomed all members and introduced our 
newest member Mike Gaston. Welcome to the club 
Mike. 
 
Vice President: Will Campbell announced the raffle 
prizes for the evening. No additional comments. 
 
Treasurer: Gary Alphin was not present because of 
being out of town. Will Campbell made a brief 
announcement that the club is in good standings and 
membership renewals for 2013 are starting to be 
received.  
 
Secretary: Gene Hodges gave an update on the 
problems with the election ballets and members having 
trouble being able to open the ballet. Woody sent a 
revised version by email to current members. Ballets can 
be printed, filled out and emailed to Gene or sent it by 
U.S. Mail. All ballets need to be received by December 
3, 2012 so the election results can be counted before the 
Christmas Party. Election results and Thunderbird Of 
The Year will be announced at the Christmas Party. 
Dave Dingman made a motion to accept the October 
Meeting Minutes, Everett Gunter second, passed.  
 
Safety Officer: Jimmy Newton reminded members that 
a current AMA membership card needs to be placed on 
the frequency board even if you are flying 2.4G to verify 
a flyers AMA status. Also, Jimmy is concerned about 
cigarettes being thrown in the grass. We had a small area 
fire because of a discarded cigarette. * Extra discussion 
after his announcement about the need for a fire 
extinguisher at each end of the shelter.  
 
Newsletter Editor: Woody Lake handed out extra 
copies of the newsletter and election ballets. 
 
Old Events: Tom Blakeney reported on his electric fly 
in held November 3, 2013. The event was attended by 
(44) pilots and about (160) aircraft / helicopters flown or 
on display. Although the DFW area had many events 
going on that weekend the event was a success for the 
club. 
Ken Knotts reported on the October pylon racing event 
for Q25 / Club40 and EF1 racers was held at Golden 
Triangle R/C Club in Grand Prairie. A total of (12) pilots 
attended. All were from North Texas except for and one 
from Oklahoma. Next pylon races will be held in 

November at FW Thunderbirds Club Field. Check the 
club calendar for the race date. 
 
Upcoming Events: January 1, 2013 - FW Thunderbirds 
black-eyed pea club fly event. Come support our first 
2013 event. Fly, hangar talk, have a bite to eat, and get 
your flying season started.  
 
Old Business: Tom Blakeney had completed the new 
charging carts and they were used at the electric fly in. 
Thank you Tom for all your hard work and time on a 
project very well done.  
 
SAE: Tom Blakeney gave an update on the current SAE 
requirements. We need (10) more inspectors, electronic 
check list modified, and all class check lists revised. 
Parking help, Sarge got Tom Blakeney in touch with the 
young Marines leader in this area for to see if they can 
help us with parking. Groups like this usually work full 
scale aviation and other local events. There will be club 
officers meetings in December and January. Date to be 
announced. Looks like the Corps is going to let us use 
the Bear Creek entrance for the 2013 SAE event only. 
Tom wants a SAE inspectors meeting (school) 2-3 
weeks before the event in March to cover all the classes. 
Ken Knotts will run the inspectors school.  
Thunderbirds Field: We need some tools and equipment 
at the field. A heavy duty carts, small air compressor, 
etc. Gary Nelson is working on a list of the required 
items and will give us an update at the next club 
meeting.  
Start up areas: Ben Ford and Jimmy Newton will be 
working on the best way to address some of the 
problems we are having. Here are some of the members 
main concerns: Fuel / gas engines being started in the 
grass area in front of the shelter, (?) using stand starts 
only, location and direction the start up stands face, (?) 
paint the red line all the way around the shelter grass, (?) 
signs - all aircraft, NO starting or arming in the pit 
shelter area. (?) sign at each end of the main safety fence 
about starting or arming, (?) placing a starting / run stand 
and each end of the parking lot pipe fence for engine 
tuning / break in only. A motion was made and after a 
lengthy discussion the motion was tabled. Dave 
Dingman made a motion: Every member police the field 
area to make it safe. Steve Broadie second, passed. 
Christmas Party: December 15, 2012 at Spring Creek 
BBQ, 5:30 PM - 7:00 PM (to eat) followed by at brief 
meeting to announce new club officers, T-Bird of the 
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Year, pylon awards, new pilot certificates, drawings, and 
any other announcements.  
 
Website: Ken Knotts and Joe Joplin to review and 
rework the T-Birds website since Brian Alphin is 
stepping down as webmaster. They will meet sometimes 
in December. Thank you Brian for your many years of 
being our webmaster. 
* Club purchased (1) new heavy-duty cart / wagon with 
pneumatic tires to help more tables, ice chests, and other 
items to the shelter for events. Thank you Gary Alphin 
for your help getting this item.  
 
New Business: Club fun flys for 2013 (1-2 hours very 
low key, but entertaining events) for our members to 
come meet each other, have fun, and get a little flying in 
at the same time. We are planning one fun fly for each 
quarter. Here are you event coordinators:  
1st - Dave Dingman, 2nd - Randy Davis, 3rd - Steve 
Elhers, and 4th - Bob Hoover. Fun fly events to be 
announced at club meetings, in the newsletters, and on 
the website.  
 
Program: Ken Knotts present a SPA (Senior Pattern 
Association) program. SPA uses pattern airplane 
designed before January 1, 1976. This is a low pressure 
and fun pattern event using .061 two stroke or .91 four 
stroke engine, (starting in 2013) .65 two stroke or .95 
four stroke engine will be allowed do to engine 
manufacture production changes. No tuned pipes or 
retracts (although retracts can be installed, but must be in 
down position during flight) are allow in any class. 
Starting in 2013 the classes and patterns are being 
modified to make an easier transition from one class to 
the next as you improve your flying skills. Here are the 
main classes: Novice B (any aircraft as long as engine 
requirements are met), Novice, Sportsman, Advanced, 

and Expert. For more information go on line at: 
www.seniorpattern.org Thank you ken for your very 
informative program.  
 
Show-N-Tell: 
Joe Joplin showed his beautiful Kyosho Macchi M33 
Electric Float Plane. The nostalgic era of seaplane racing 
was symbolized by the chase for the Schneider Trophy 
and the most advanced competitor of the time was 
MACCHI of Italy. As a competition between Europe’s 
best aeronautical engineers, the Schneider Trophy won 
and lost records and reputations for its many famous 
participants. Competing at the peak of the biplane era, 
the cantilever monoplane design of the MACCHI M33 
made its appearance in 1925 and while it finished a 
credible 3rd.  
Thank you Joe for sharing your model with us! 
Ken Knotts showed his new Hobbico ARF Million 
Master aerobatics aircraft. It comes complete with TXR 
any link receiver, servos, motor, and speed controller. 
Thank you Ken for sharing your model with us! 
Steve Elhers discussed spar weight and modifications 
for the new Dirty Birdy ARF pattern plane. This airplane 
is legal for all SPA classes. Thank you Steve for your 
informative information.  
 
Raffle Drawings:  
1. Weldon Harrison - Ni starter & charger 
2. Bob Hoover - Multi battery charger 
3. J C Dean - TXR any link system (donated by Ken 
Knotts) 
4. Bob Hoover - deferred 
5. J C Dean - deferred 
6. Joe Joplin - Epoxy glue kit 
7. Randy Davis - Soldering iron 
Meeting adjourned: 8:30 PM 
 
Gene Hodges 

Secretary, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 
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                               Membership Application and Renewal Form 

 This form is the approved application form for all existing and new members. There is no initiation   fee for new members. Your membership 

is valid from 1 January to 31 December each year.   After July 1’st New Individual and Family memberships are @ 50% of rates shown 

below:                                          

1. A current Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA) membership card is required to fly at the flying site.   
2. Only an AMA membership card may be placed in the frequency board.   
3. All members except Honorary, Junior, Family and Associate are eligible to vote in club business.                                  

44..  Family Membership dues are $10 higher than individual..      

55..  NNoottee::  PPaarrttiiaall  PPaayymmeennttss  ccaannnnoott  bbee  aacccceepptteedd      
6.     All members should also purchase the Association Membership Badge at a cost of $ 13.00 

Membership Types (Circle Membership Requested) 

Individual Member ---- $100.00       Membership Badge ----- $13.00 each       Total $ ________ 
The individual member is a single membership. An individual has all rights and privileges. New Members joining after July 1st, will pay a minimum 
of $50.00 for the remainder of the year.  
 

Family Member ----     $110.00      Membership Badge ----- $13.00 each         Total $_________ 
Family membership consists of a primary member, spouse and children. A child Is defined as an individual 18 years of age or younger residing in the 

same household as the primary member. Family members are eligible to participate in all association functions. Only the primary members are 

eligible to vote and hold an association officer position. 

Additional Family Member names please list here with phone numbers: 

 

Associate Member -- $50.00      Membership Badge ----- $13.00 each           Total $_________ 
Associate membership is ½ the individual dues rate at $50.00 per calendar year. To be eligible for an associate membership you must reside greater 
than 50 miles from the flying site at Benbrook Lake. Associate members may not vote.  
 

Junior Member----    $10.00            Membership Badge ----- $13.00 each        Total $_________ 
Membership offered/limited to 16 years of age or less must always be accompanied by a guardian or Parent and never be left at the field alone. 
Membership has no voting rights. The annual dues are $10 per calendar year. If other family member holds an individual membership then this will 
be added to that membership.  
 

Constitution and Bylaws 
The association’s most current rules and regulations are posted on the web site at www.fwthunderbirds.org. By signing this application, you 

acknowledge that you will abide by the rules as posted at the flying field and on the association’s web site. 

First Name: ______________________________________     Last Name: _____________________________________ 

Street Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________________ State: ______________________   Zip: _______________ 

Phone Number: _________________________________________________ AMA Membership #__________________ 

Email Address: _________________________________________________ Club News letter will be emailed unless stated 

otherwise 
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Emergency Contact Info: Name____________________________ Ph# ___________________________ 

Mail completed application and check to:  

 Fort Worth Thunderbirds,   Attn: Gary Alphin, Treasurer, 917 Herby Del Trail,   Azle, TX 76020 

Your signature indicates that you agree to and will abide by the rules and regulations of the Fort Worth Thunderbirds 

PLEASE SIGN HERE: ___________________________________________________  DATE: ______________________________ 

 


